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cratip principles ami tim
binsd to render him a most proper and fit candidate

lor the suffrage, of a free people. The democracy of

New Hampshire know hi.n, and they knew hun well.
He was one of and from and among the people. Hi
name was as familiar to them as a household word.

their boast. They had seen
He was their pride and
with pleasure the foreshadowing of his bright ftiiure,
when; as oce of the youngest members he represent-

ed his native town in the State legislature; when
elected speaker of the housetwo years after he was

of representatives, the duties ot which office he per-

formed with elegance and ability never surpassed.
had immediately after elected him a member ol

Confess, and had seen his dignified bearing and
Prom"inent position and influence in a Congress n",m:
boring among its members the most able and
and experienced men of the country. They had re.

elected him to again represent them; and when,

with honor to himselr and the Stale, he had served
his second term in the popular branch of Congress,
they immediately elected him, then but thirty-fou- r

Tears old, to the United States Senate. I hey had
ir. his new position, asaeen him win fresh '.laurels

.1 li . i r.orl ii thaters. and
.

theamong iu iuicbi aim j - -

moat faiuaeeinir and statesmenlike legislators ot that j

.august body, performing the duties ol cnairmau u. ;

most Important committees, and defending the men-- ,

ares of the democratic pany with a power which j

admiration. Hiey had seen ,

drew forth the highest
him with his populaaiiy unabated resign his high po-- .

ilion and enter upon the arduous duties or a proles- -

ional life with the resolution never to accept again i

political office They had seen nun occupjmjj
highest proiessionai position ou- -
eloquent, and impassioned ; as a counsellor, learned,
age, and discriminating ; as a practitioner, just, cour-

teous, and ever true to the interests of his client.
They had seen him decline the tempting opportunity
of a return to the United States Senate; yet, at the
same time, shrinking from and avoiding no political
responsibility, but as the acknowledged leader ot the
party, meeting every emergency boldly and manfully,
stooping neither to time-servin- g policy nor abandon-

ment ol principle. They had seen him throw him-

self into the breich at a time when the bold were
hesitating and the timid wavering when the treache-
ry of John P. Hale was intended to distract and ruin
th. dn,(uracv of New Hampshire. They had sewi
him from the first the firm, unwavering advocate of!
that great democratic measure, the annexation ol Tex-- .

as, and the unyielding opponent of all attempts loab-olitioni- ze

the democratic nartv. They had seen him
decline the proffered office of Attorney General of the
United States, the duties ol which were so congenial
to his tastes and feelings. They had seen hiai upon
the declaration of war with Mexico volunteer as a
orivale soldier, and relinquish the most extensiveand
Iterative practice ever enjoyed by any individual in j

the State. They had seen him appointed to the col- - j

onelcy or the brave New England regiment, his en- - I

ergy and perseverance in procuring its enlistment, !

his subsequent promotion to the office of brigadier j

general, his gallant bearing on the march and on the j

battle-fiel- d, his kindness to the sick ai.d wounded, j

hjs resignation of his office as soon asthe righting-wa- s j

over, and hi graceful return to private lite. 1 hey
had suen the State present him with a magnificent

word in testimony of its appreciation of his patriotic
services. I hey had seen nun decline the nigiirsi t

office in the States but they had seen no diminution
of his xeal in the democratic cause, no withdrawal
of his energy and talent from the defence of demo- - ;

cratic principles. They had seen him, when John j

Atwood attempted to renew the abolition agitation i

and to place the party in a false position upon the j

compromise measures, extricate it from the difficul- - I

ties which surrounded it, with an energy as unfal- - j

taring anu a patriotism as ennuoiuig as mo cuirac
quences or his course have been glorious and derisive.
They had seen New Hampshire, under his guidance,
maintain the high ground of the Union and the con-

stitution, Untainted with sectionalism the Gibralter
of American democracy our party the pride of their i

brethren the country over.
All this New Hampshire had seen, and she pre-

sented the name of Gen. Pierce to the people of the
nation as herchoice for the presidency ; and most glo-
riously has New Hampshire's choice commended it-

self to the people of the country. New Hampshire's
choice has become the nation's choice.

Immediately after the action of the last StUe con-
vention. Gen. Pierce wrote his letter to Mr. Alhertcn
declining to be a candidate for the presidei.cy, and;
declaring mat the use of his name in any event before
the Democratic National Convention would be utter-
ly repugnant to his tastes and wishes. The strong-
est personal importunity of his friends could not dis-
suade him from the publication of this letter. The
most earnest appeals to his Slala pride were made in
vain. His invariable reply was "No man can feel
wore grateful than I do for the high honor New Hamp-
shire has conferred upon me her noble democracy
have stood by me always; but 1 must decline being
considered a candidate for the presidency. 1 can sup-
port most cheerfully either of the distinguished men
who are mentioned in connexion with the office. Let
the Baltimore Convention designate the man, and the
democracy of the whole country will rally in his
support."

From the time the letter of Mr. Atherton was writ-
ten to the day the news of his nomination hv tlm
Baltimore Convention was received, Gen. Pierce had

'

been almost incessantly occupied with important pro-
fessional engagements. Probably no prominent man
in the country observed with less care the chances
of the presidential nomination than Gen. Pierce.
The letters he was daily reviving from all sections
of the country, predicting the necessity of his nomi-
nation' as a compromise candidate, were regarded
rather as the evidences of strong personal predilec-
tions and private friendship than as the prophetic
preuicuons o z result so soon to be accomplished
It is a mo6t beautiful example of " the office scekinc
the man, rather than the man llie office."

There can be no better illustration of Gen. Pierce's
unwillingness to accept high political office, and of
the honorable and chivairic motives by which he was
actuated, than the following letter, written in reply to
one from Piesident Polk, tendering to him the office
of Attorney General of the United States, and strong-
ly urging his acceptance, M hich I am sure the con-
vention will pardon ine for reading :

Concord, (N. H.,) Sept. 6, 184G.
Mr dear Sir: Your letter of the 27th was re-

ceived a week since. Nothing could have been more
unexpected ; and considering the importance ot the
proposition in a great variety of aspects, 1 trust you
will not think there has been an unreasonable delay
in arriving at a decision. With my pursuits for thelast few years, and my present tastes, no position, ifI were in a situation on the whole to deire public
employment, could be so acceptable as the one which
your partiality has proflered.

I ought not, perhaps, in justice to the high motives
by which 1 know you are governed, to attribute your
selection to personal friendship; but I cannot doubt
that your judgment in the matter has been somewhat
warped by your feelings. When 1 saw the mariner
'k wfnich TOU ,,ad 61,81 OUr cabinet 1 was stiuck by

fact, that from the entire range of my acquaint-fonne- d

at Washington, you could not havecalled around you men with whom it was my fortuneto be better acquainted ofor whom I entertained amore delightful recollection than Mr. Buchanan, Mr.Walker, Mr. Mason, and Mr. Johnson. A place inyour cabinet, therefore, so far as personal association
le concerned, could not l,v. been more agreeable,had the whole been a .object of my own choice.

When I add.your important measuresin the foreign
and home administration of the government havecommanded not merely the approbation of my judg-
ment, but my grateful acknowledgments asan Ameri-
can citizen, you will see how desirable, on eeryground connected with your administration, the office
tendered would be to me; and yet, after mature con-
sideration, am constrained to decline. , Although

JTmJ manhood were devoted to pubi
lonf"d 11 ws never really suited to toy taste. 1

the oui j ' ure JOf nut often bave'done, for
mirlt eiS, '"Pendence that belong only to thezzspsri".'"!'' i

Coinlmj 9n,X9nftn thU f

h difficult, if nm imnossible. to arrange the business
of an extensive practice, between this and the first of
November, in a manner at al! satisfactory to myself,
or to those who have committed their interests to my
care, and who rely on my services. ; Besides, you
know that Mrs. Pierce health while at Washington
was very delicate ; it is, I fear, even more so now,
and the responsibilities which the proposed change
would necessarily impose upon her ought probably
in themselves toconstitutean Insurmountable objection
to leaving our quiet home for a public station at Wash- -

IIlUlli .
When I resigned my seat in the Senate in 184.4,1

did it with the fixed purpose never again to be volun-

tarily separated from my family for any considerable
length ot lime, except ai ine can ui my mu.ij
rirtia nfvear ? ftnif rt this conseaoente. for the reason

of climate, would be
mmr lilitilv la TMiult from m v eccep lance.

These are some or the considerations which have
:a.. .i . j..;.in Vnn will. I sm sure, sp--

ureciate my motives. You will not believe that J

have weighed my personal convenience and ease
airainslthe public interest, especially as the office 18

one which, ir not sought, would be readily accepted
by gentlemen who could bring to youraid attainments
and qualifications vastly superior 10 mum.

Accept my grateful acknowledgments, and believe
me, truthfully and faithfully, your friend.

FRANK. PIERCE.
For the reasons given in this letter, Gen. Pierce

was constrained to decline the acceptance of a posi-

tion in the cabinet, thus most gracefully and unsoli-citedl- y

tendered to him by the President. Mr. Polk
had known Gen. Pierce long and intimately. They
were throughout their congressional career on terms
of. the strongest personal friendship. No one better
knew Gen. Pierce'e qualities of head and heart than
Mr. Polk, and no one had a higher appreciation f

his brilliant genius, his sound statesmanship, and his
great administrative ability. The following extract
from the letter of Mr. Polk tendering the appoint-
ment shows his high estimate of Gon. Pierce's char-

acter, and reflects upon him the highest honor :

It gives me sincere pleasure, to invite, you to ac-

cept a place in my cabinet, by tendering to you the
office of Attorney General of the United States. I

have selected you for this important office from my
personal knowledge'of you, and without the solicita-
tion or suggestion or any one. 1 have done o because
I have no doubt your personal association with me
would ha pleasant, and from the consideration that
in the discharge or the duties or the office you could
render me important aid in conducting my adminis-
tration. In this instance, at least, the office has sought
the man, and not the man the office, and I hope you
may accent it. "
. This appontmentt sj flatteringly proffered, was de
clined ; but the reasons whicn iniiocea lien, fierce
to the adoption of the course he pursued with regard
to this office had no force to resist the "call of the
country in time of war," made upon him soon after.
The endearments of home, the most important pro-

fessional duties so pressingly claiming his attention,
and the heavy pecuniary loss to which he must be
subjected, were of as little avail as . lust in the
balance to prevent his instant response to the call
upon New England for volunteers to fight the battles
of their country. His ardent enthusiasm; and untir-
ing energy in raising the noble ninth regiment which
so gallantly poured out its life-bloo- d upon the battle-
fields of Mexico, and returned to New England but
the shadow of the brave band to whom New Eng-
land's honor had been so well entrusted, were but the
prelude to the patriotic devotion Which characterized
his every act while gloriously assisting in planting
his country's flag in the capital of Mexico.

Go ask any of the brave officers or privates, whose
toils and dangers Gen. Pierce shared in the Mexican
campaign, and Uiey will tell you that a more gallant
officer a man of more undoubted chivairic courage

one more devotedly beloved by every individual of
his command or with whom he was associated nev-

er crew his sword in defence of his country's rights.
No breath of aspersion was ever breathed against
Gen. Pierce by any gallant man who had with him
perilled his life for his country. It was reserved for
craven cowards at home to basely endeavor to btot
the fair fame so gallantly earned an endeavor as ma-

lignant and futile as was ever the offspring of an
imbecile head and coward heart. With regard to
the conduct of Gun. Pierce in Mexico, let the des-
patches of General Scott his universal popularity
throughout the army with those of every rank and
grade his complimentary appointment as one of the
commissioners to arrange the armistice immediately,
after those decisive battles in.which he had acted so
prominent a part -- the universal testimony or all the
brave men with whom he was associated tell their
"plain unvarnished tale," and the tale they tell shall
make glad every Ame..can heart forthe response
shall be, " no braver man lives no man better es

well of his country. "
Let the ardent telegraphic congratulations from bis

old companions in arms from all sections of our land
answer whether our couniry's honor was ever entrus-
ted to saler hands. The despatch from Governor
Seymour of Connecticut " General, 1 congratulate
you ; forward the Ninth!" is but indicative of the
universal delight with which his nomination has been
received by his associates in Mexico. November
will show the practical expression of their joy the
country over ! Of General Pierce's qualifications fur
the Presidency I need not speak. His genius, his
learning, his political sagacity the pride of the State

have too long placed him in the front ranks or the
prominent men or the country to need allusion here.
We can 'but admire the talent, the industry, the na-
tive and acquired ability, by which he has placed
himself at the head or the New Hampihtre bar a
bar in which the standard or eminence will not sur-
fer by comparison with that in any Slate-- in this
Union. Who ha not observed that wonderful ver-
satility of talent which has adorned each and all of
the various stations he has occupied ! Who has not
remarked that keen, foresight, that broad
nationality, that judicious and patriotic energy which
have signalized his political career' Who has not
lo iked with astonishment upon his entire familiarity
with all political subjects in the midst of his cease-
less and most important professional engagements 1

Who has not noticed his fidelity and stern adherence
to the principles ot the democratic party at all times
and under all circumstances, his total abhorrence of
sectionalism in all its forms, and his bold fearlessness
of political action! Who does not know his integ-
rity of characrer, his kindness of heart, his generos-
ity and truthfulness of purpose 1 The history of no
man furnishes more conclusive evidence or qualifica-
tions fitted to adorn the station he is destined to fill.
But, gentlemen, I have a'redy detained you too long.
I know it is your opinion I believe it to be the
opinion or the democracy every where thai in Gen.
Pierce the country will have a President, wise, pat-
riotic, and most worthy to guide the councils of this
great republic.

In Mr. King, the nominee for Vice President, we
have a statesman or vast experience, or eminent tal-
ents, and cf great and lasting popularity. He has
been long the intimate personal and political friend
of Gen. Pierce. A soundxlemocrat, a polished schol-
ar, and refined gentleman, no name could add more
strength to the ticket or be more throughly acceptable
to the entire democracy or the country. With Pierce
and King for our standard-bearer- s, we have a ticket
true to the principles and 6trong in the confidence of
the whole democratic party of the nation. A most
glorious triumph awaits it.

A Good Report from tub Old Dominion. An
able and well-inform- democrat of Virginia, (says
the Washington Union) who, from his position, has
ample opportunity of knowing the popular sentiment
of that Slate, in business letter, transmitting to us
a handsome list of subscribers for the " Campaign,"
writes in the following confident and cheering terms
of the democratic prospects in the Old Dominion :

" Rockingham Cocntv, Va., June 9, 1853.
The nomination of Pierce and King are received

with great joy by the old Tenth Legion of democ-
racy. They will unite with cordiality every demo-
crat; and many whigs arc wailing the nomination or
Scott to join our unterrified phalanx. Our democra-
cy arc at once going into the contest with zeal and a
determination to give a larger vote for Pierce and
King than they have ever given before.

Put down Rockingham county at 3,250 majority,
and the three counties composing the 'Tenth Legion'

to wit, Rockingham, Shenandoah, and Page at
5,000 majority for Pierce and King. Set the Old
Dominion down at from 10,000 to 13,000.

The platform is truly national, democratic, and
conservative, and the whole larty here can stand on
it a. one man, reserving a corner to receive manywhig, in the event of Scott's nomination, or a failureof the Whig Convention to endorse the 'Compro-
mise a a finality." - ".

DEMOCRATIC MEETING IN FRANKLIN.
- Ala large meeting of t.eT Democrats of Franklin

County, herd in.4he tows of Louisburg, on Tuesday
the 15th inet., for the purpose- - or nominating candi-
dates to represent thiav Ceilnty in the --next General
Assembly, for ratifyidg lfte nominations or FramO-i- i

PtERCfi. prNew Hampshire, M R. King,
or Alabama, for the office or President and Vice Pre-

sident or the United States, made by the Ibte Demo-
cratic Convention heir! in Baltimore oir th lstinst.,
and for ratifying the nomination of Hon. David S.
Rbid tor for Governor or this State ; Al-

len C. Perry, Esq., was appointed Chairman, and
W. H. Joyner, Secretary.

After a few remarks made by David W. Spivey,.
Esq., explanatory of the objects of the meeting, P.
Busbee, Esq., of Raleigh, waa requested toHMiereee
the meeting but respectfully declined to have any
thing- - to say in regard 10 County matters, but prom-

ised at the proper time to address theConvention up-

on the subject of the Presidential and Gubernatorial
elections.

Josiah Bridgers, a member of the House of Com-
mons from this County in the last General Assembly,
now asked leave to address the meeting, in order to
define his position in relation to county conventions,
which was granted, and thereupon, be made a short
speech upon the subject, which was attentively lis-

tened to, and his views generally approved.
On motion the Chairman appointed the following

committee (being one from each Captain's Distiict,)
to propose suitable candidates to the Convention, to
wit :

Etheldred Green, Union Hill ; David M. Lewis,
Louisburg; Baldwin Perry, Timberlakes ; Rob't. G.
Jeffreys, Harris' ; John Chanibly, Cooleys ; William
B. Dunn, Franklinton; Thompson Fuller, Hayes-vill- e;

Dr. Thomas Davis, Sandy Creek; W. D. Cop-ledg- e,

Davis ; who immediately retired for consul-
tation. ,

After the committee had retired, P. Busbee, Esq.,
was again called on to address the meeting, and res
ponded in an able, eloquent, and forcibje speech or
about an hour, giving a cord u I approval of the nom-
inations or President and Vice President,, and also,
of that of Governor. The committee now returned
reported the following ticket, which was adopted, to
wit : For the Senate, A. H. Davis, Esq., and for the
Commons, A. M. Lewis, and Philemon Hawkins,
jr., Esq'rs.

On motion, D. W, Spivey, Howell Cooke and J.
J. Jones, Esq'rs. . were appointed to inform the afore-
said gentlemen of their nomination and request their
acceptance.

The following Resolutions were unanimously adop-
ted :

Res-joed- , That the Democracy or Franklin County
do hereby approve the Resolutions adopted by the
late Democratic State Convention, and pledge their
cordial and undivided support to Gov. DA ID S.
REID.

Betolvcd, That the Democracy of Franklin County
do also heartily hail the action of the late Baltimore
Democratic Convention, as a token of peace to the
Country acd of triumph to the National Democracy,
and they pledge their hearty and struneous support to
FRANKLIN PIERCE and WILLIAM R.KING.

The Committee now returned and reported that A.
H. Davis, Esq., does not, but that Messrs. Lewis
and Hawkins do accept the aforesaid nominations.

On motion the meeting adjourned tine die.
. A. C. PERRY, CAm'n.

W. H. Jotner, &e'y.

LIQUOR TREATING.
At a meeting held at Roles ville. Wake County, on

Monday, 3lst May, 1853, for the purpose of-taki-ng

steps for suppressing the system of treating with
spirituous liquors by Candidates, on motion. Brian
Green, Esq., was called to the Chair, and Joseph
Fowler, Jr., appointed Secretary.

After some brief and appropriate remarks by the
Chairman, Benjamin Marriott, James M. Terrill and
John M. Fleming were appointed a Committee to
draft Resolutions Tor this meeting, when they retired,
and in a short time returned and reported the follow-
ing Preamble and Resolutions:

V here as. We have seen with deep mortification,
for years past, the destructive influence or Spirituous
Liquors, and feeling it a duty we owe to this enlight-
ened age to use our influence to the destruction of this
worst of vices ; therefore,

Rcmilved, That we, the citizens of Rolesville and
vicinity, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do
most respectfully request all candidates before their
fellow-eitizen- s, to abandon tire practice of treating
their constituents with intoxicating drinks in the en-

suing campaign; and while we disclaim any wish to
dictate the course to be pursued by others, would re-

spectfully suggest that other portions of the County
take some uch simiMr step, that our candidates may
be put in possession of the feelings of all good citi-
zens opon this subject.

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting, in-

cluding the names of the Memorialists, be published
in the Spirit of the Age, printed at Raleigh, and other
City papers friendly to the object of this move.

Resolved, That the Editor of the Spirit of the Age
present each of our candidates with a paper contain-
ing the proceedings of this meeting.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
The Preamble and Resolutions were adopted, the

subjoined memorialists names affixed, and the meet-
ing adjourned. BRIAN GREEN, Chairman.

Joseph Fowler, Jr., Secretary.
MEMORIALIST'S NAMES.

Reuben Mitchell, Arthur Williams, Chesly Jordan,
James C. Lee, John T. Walker, Thos. J. Terrell,
Joseph Wall, Wm. Mitchell, Wesley Still, James
Wiggins, Manly Watkihs, 'Woodson Horton, Joseph
Freeman, John Pearce, John Q. A. Barham, Dallas
Jones, W.J. Barrow, Church wel Alford, WHIia VVat- -
kins. Jr., James Haywood, John Williams, Solomon
Walker, Leonard House, Allen R. Young, Jamea S.
Moring, Joseph J. Barrow, John 11. Hester, Benjamin
VV. Wheeler, K. P. Hill, John M. Fleming, Larry
Lee, Charles Horton, HiHiard W. Jones, Bennet
Wall, James H. Cook, Jos. King, William B. Wall,
Jordan Perry, James Williams, John Watkins, Sam.
Jones, Victor Minga, Rily Still, Wm. L. Fort, J. F.
Jones, James Jones, Solomon T. Arnold, Thomas
C. Smith, Prestly Sandaford, Nathaniel Perry, Ellas
F. Wyatt. W.T. Scarborough, Bowden Watkins,
John. L. Terrell, Joseph Fowler. Jr.. Brian Green,
Fenner Watkins, Mathew S. Williams, Lemuel
Mitch'el, L. B. Rogers, N. R. Watkins, Dennis Still,
Redding Jones, J. B. Ford, James H. Scarborough,
William Sandaford, W. Clifton, H. D. Fowler, R.
J. Michell, Simeon Watkins, W. B. Dunn, James
Redford72. -

The great battle, on the various questions relating
to Slavery, conducted under the leadership of John
Qui ncy Adams, involving the Right of Petition, may
be said to have commenced in 1836, when the cele-
brated report made by Mr. Pinckney, of South Caro-
lina, was introduced, discussed, and adopted. That
report declared that Congress ought not to intefere in
any way with Slavery in the Diatrict of Columbia,
because it would be a violation or the public faith,
unwise, impolitic and dangerous to the Union.- - It
further declared, that all petitions, memorials, &c.
relating in any way. or to any extent, to the subject of
slavery ..shall, without being printed or referred, be laid
upbn the table, and no further action be had thereon.

On the vital questions, embraced in this report, the
yeas and nays were repeatedly taken ; and the name
or Franklin Pierce is uniformly found in the Jif--

firmalive in favor of sustaining trie report to the full- -
. . . .A 3 s ;- -i test extent, ana m accoraaoe wiin mis was me en-

tire action of IVJr. Pierce in both Houses, while he
remained in Congress. See Journals of CT. S. Cons:.

From the Home op Gen. Cass. The Detroit
Free Press, in a judicious article about the nomina
tion, says :

" Or the circumstances contributing to this result
we have now neither time nor inclination to speak
Suffice is to say that fully concurring in the Demo-
cratic doctrine or acquiesenc in the will or the ma
jority, and-entirel- satisfied of the unblemished char
acter, pure political tenets, ana incorruptible integri
ty of Gen. Pierce,, we promptly and cordially endorse
his nomination, inscribe his name on our banner, and
enter the contest prepared to do battle under our new
leader with whatever of ability n is in our power to
command."

Another Base Coin Nailed. A letter in the
New York Tribune says that Mr. Pierce is an im-
moral, intemperate man, to which the Express, a
Whig paper, replies, that it is totally false, the editor
having known, him for many years, ami never heard
aught against hie moral character before jthia base
fabrication wm published. Jiica, Roorback No. 2,
ia effectually exploded. Mbany Jrgut.

TJBCE STAJNlOARi).
; JttEII AITD. VICTORY 1

RALEIGH, WEDNESDAY; JUNE 23, 1852.

FOR PRESIDENT :

GEN. FRANKLIN PIERCE;
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

FOR VICE PRESIDENT ;

WILLIAM R. KING,
OF ALABAMA.

FOR GOVERNOR:

HON. DAVID S. REID,
of rockingham cocnty.

candidates for wake county.
senate:

WESLEY JONES.
HOUSE OF COMMONS :

ROMULUS M. SAUNDERS,
GASTON H. WILDER,
WILLIAM A. ALLEN.

GOV. REID'S APPOINTMENT'S. ,

The Democratic Candidate for Governor will ad-

dress his follow citizens at the following times and
places, namely :

Pittsboro. Thursday, " 24tb
Graham, Saturday. " 26th
Greensboro', Tuesday, " 29th
Salem, Thursday, July 1st.
Huntsville, (Yadkin.) Saturday, " 3rd.
Wilkesboro', Tuesday, Cth.

Resolved, That the Constitution or this State having
provided for its amendment by legislative enactment,
and three-fifth- s of both houses of the last General As-
sembly having voted for the measure of Fret Suffrage,
we are in favor of it by the next General
Assembly, and of its subsequent approval by the peo-
ple, so as to make it a part or said Constitution.

Resolved, That we are for holding sacred the Federal
basis or apportioning Representatives among the
several States ; and against changing the, present ba-

sis or representation in the Senate and House of
Commons of this State..

. .Resolutions Dem. Slate Conv. 1852.

' Mr. Macon said,' he did not approve of the land
qualification for voters. Suppose two respectable
neighbors had each a son that one or them had fifty
acres of land, perhaps not worth more than twenty-fiv- e

cents an acre,, and the other had no land, but was a
good blacksmith or shoemaker, and his standing in
society irreproachable, why will you allow one to
vote, and not allow the other ?"

Debates of the Convention, page G9.

Resolved, That Congress has no power under the
constitution to interfere with or control the domestic
institutions of the several States, and that such Stales
are the sole and proper judges of everything apper-
taining to their own affairs, not prohibited by the
constitution ; that all efforts or the abolitionists or
others made to induce Congress" to interfere with
questions of slavery, or to take incipient steps in re-

lation thereto, are calculated to lead to the most alarm-
ing and "dangerous consequences J and that all such
efforts have an inevitable tendency to diminish the
happiness ofthe people, and endanger the stability and
permanency of the Union, and ought not to be coun-
tenanced by any friend of our political institutions.

Resolved, That the foregoing proposition covers
and was intended to embrace the whole subject or
slavery agitation in Congress, and ther-fo- ft the Dem-
ocratic party or the Union, starding upon this na-
tional platform, will abide by and adhere to a faith-
ful execution of the acts known as the compromise
measures, settled by the last Congress the act for
the reclaiming of fugitives from .service or labor in-

cludedwhich act, being designed to carry out an
express provision of the Constitution, cannot, with
fidelity thereto, be repealed orso changed as to de-

stroy or impair its efficiency.
Resolved, Thatthn Democratic party will resist all

attempts at. renewing in Congress or out of it, the
agitation of the Slavery question, under whatever
shape or color the attempt may be made.

Resolutions 'em. National Conv. 1852.

A Noble Sentiment. The following noble sen-
timent was ofcjred by General Franklin Pierce, at a
Democratic festival in Manchester, in March last:

" By General Franklin Pierce. The Compromise
measures of 1850 and the New Hampshire Democ-
racy Upon the former the latter have fixed the seal
of their emphatic approbation. No North, no South,
no East, no West, under the Constitution ; but a sa-

cred maintenance of the common bond and true de-

votion to the common brotherhood. V

Extract of a letter from Gen. Franklin Pierce to
Maj. Lallv.

"Tbemont House, Boston, May 27, 1852.
I intended to speak to you more fully upon the sub-

ject of the compromise measures than I had an oppor-
tunity to do. The importance of the action of the
convention upon this question cannot be over-estimate-

I believe there will be no disposition on the
part of the South to. press resolutions unnecessarily
offensive to the sentiments of the North. But can
we say as much on our side ? Will the North come
cheerfully up to the mark of constitutional right?. If
not, a breach in our party is inevitable. The matter
should be met at the threshold, because it rises above
party, and looks to the very existence of the confede-
racy. The sentiment of no one State is to be regard-
ed upon this subject ; but having fought the battle in
New Hampshire Upon the fogjtive-slav- e law, and up-
on what we believed to be the ground or constitution-- ,
al right, we should or course desire the approval or
the democracy or the country.

What I wish tc say to you is this : If the compro-
mise measures are not to be substantially and firmly
maintained, the plain rights secured by the constitu-
tion will be trampled in the dust. What difference
can it make' to you or me whether the outrage shall
seem to tail on South Carolina, or Maine, or New
Hampshire? Are not the rights or each equally dear
to us. all ? I will never yield to a craven spirit that,
from considerations or policy, which would endanger
the Union. Entertaining these views, the action of the
convention must be vital. H we of the North who
have stood by the constitutional rights of the Sonth
are to be abandoned to any time-servin- g policy, the
hopes of democracy and of the Union must sink to-
gether. A I told you; my name will not be before
the convention ; but I cannot help feeling that what
is there to be done will be important beyond men and
parties transcendently important to the hopes of
democratic progress and civil liberty.- Your friend, FRANK. PIERCE."

The writer of this paragraph, who superintends
the present issue of this paper, asks the kind indul-
gence of its readers, for the lack of the usual inte-
rest in its Editorial columns ; and he hopes it is not
out or place, also tontreat their deep sympathy .for
the Editor, under his heavy and crushing bereave-
ment, in the death or one so warmly beloved by all
who knew her whilst living, and so truly faithful to
all the duties of wife, mother, and Christian, in the
intercourse of life.

We refer the reader to the obituary notice, sent
by one who no less admired the uncommon endow
menu and cultivation of her mind, than appreciated
her many virtues, and who, with all others in our
midst, cherishes her; memory witli fondness and

: : .: ; ,
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THEIR CANDIDATE AND PLATEORM. ,

On Monday last 1h Whig Convention at Balti-

more, on the 53d bailor, nominated for President Gen.
WINFIELD SCOTT, behaving received 158 votes,
Fillmore 13, and Webster 21. Th telegraphic
news is, that Virginia on that ba!loi,-th- e only one1 of
the Southern States, went over.
JSewa.Qoy Johnston, Jones, Uottt and, others,

prominent friends of Gen. Scott, played an adroit
game in the management of affairs, which brought
about this result ; but the friends of Mr. Fillmore
from the South stood by him to the last. We learn
ttiai An. Mnnrla v mnrnincr there wan much ffynitumpnt" ; f ;.-- ,

in fh Csnvntren. and no little anwrv eriminatinni" ' -

and recrimination, We wail with impatient anxiety
to see the 'proceedings, and no less to see what re- -

sponse will be made by the Southern press generally,
It is hardly erpected, we prrtotne, thai Gen. Scott
has any prospect of carrying a Southern State in the

' -- .

In regard to the platform laid down by the Con-

vention, we beg to express our gratification at the
adoption of the Resolution, (reported with the vote
on it, in another column ;) and howe ver subject to crit-

icism ft may be however ingeniously contrived or
whatever may have been the motives of those from
the free States, who gave it theif sanction, we regard
it as a token of comparative peace and tranquility, if
adhered to by the federal party at the North. In such
event, the two parties will be thrown back upon old
issues; and such being the case, the slavery agitation
would cease, and with it, will cease Whig power, as
sure as dayollows-night- . But we awaitTurfher de-

velopment, declaring meanwhile our fixed and can
did opinion, that Gen. Scott cannot get the vote or
North Carolina, if the opinions of many of the most
prominent Whigs in the State, are worthy of reli
ance, or if a large majority of the freemen of the
Slate will be of any avail to prevent a result, at once
so prejudicial to-- her interests, and so cratifyinsr to
such agitators as Sewaid, Horace Greely.Gov. John-
ston and their abolition colaborers of' the free States.

P. S. Since writing the above, we learn that after
many ballottings for a candidate for the Vice-Presidenc-

the Hon. W. A. GRAHAM, of this State,
received a majority of the Convention ; beating Gov.
Jones of Tennessee and Mr. Pearce of Maryland.
Mr. Graham may be acceptable enough to his party
generally in tins State; but hia name will produce
no enthusiasm, nor can it sweeten the Scull pill, so as
to make that dose swallowable in this latitude. All
he political, chemicals of Seward is ni cannot do thai.

NOT AT ALL STRANGE
The Roanoke Republican, noticing the discussion

between Gov. Reid and Mr. Kerr at Weldon, has
the following:

" Mr. Kerr took up the question of .Constitutional
reform and declared our Constitution the best in the
world and opposed any alteration, and advocated a
Contention as a proper mode, whenever an alteration
was to be made; andheing interrogated asto whether
he would, as an individual, vote for a Convention, he
said 'he would. This looked strange to ns that he was
opposed to any alteration of the Constitution, yet if
the question was before the people be would vide fur
a Convention to do that which he was oppostd to btiag
dune. He further said that if the people wanted Free
Suffrage he had no objection to their having it. Well,
we thought this strange."

Not the least "6trange" or wonderful. The ob-

ject plainly is to pot down Free Suffrage; and there
are no artifices, however unfair and disingenuous,
to which Mr. Kerr and his " Constitutional advisers"'
will not resort to accomplish their purpose. He pro-

nounces the Constitution, as it is excluding every
man who happens not to own 50 acres of land from
the right to vote in the Senate the " most perfect
Constitution ever vouchsafed to a sinning people;
he argues against Free Suffrage, and by every means
endeavois to throw ridicule upon it, and make it
odious; he speaks of the great dangers of. introdu-
cing that amendment : and then, -- under the hollow
and unmeaning profession that he, personally, is will--
ing for the people to have Free Suffrage if they de- !

sire it, aBd that he is for the people doing as they
please, he hopes to cover up all his stratagems and in
consistencies. Only think of it Mr. Kerr and his
advisers willing for the people to have Free Suffrage !

The people, no doubt, are much obliged to them for
their gracious consideration ; and we hope it is no of-

fence to add, that the people have sense enough to see
that though they profess to be willing, they would
rather not, and whether willing' or not, they can't
help it, if they would.

IS IT MANLY, IS IT FAIR, OR JUST
Bearln mind that John Kerr argues against Free

Suffrage, and pronounces the Constitution as it is,
"perfect as ever was vouchsafed to a sinning peo-

ple" ; but because the amendment was proposed by
a Democrat, he is opposed to the people's obtaining
it, in the mode for which they have already expressed
their preference, and insists on the more expensive,
and more dangerous medium of an open and unlimit-
ed Convention.

Xr

Bear in mind that Gov, Reid. is the author of this
sacred and just principle of popular liberty in North
parolina; that in hia first canvas's the measure itself
was opposed, and hot so much the mode of giving It
vitality and operation ; and that the leaders of the
Whig party, after ascertaining that the people, by a
majority of thousands, are for its adoption as part of
their fundamental law are driven to that wretch- -
ed exhibition of selfishness which marks the conduct
of some people, who, if they cannot get things, how- -
ever desirable, their own way, prefer to forego them
altogether. 1 such opposition to a measure manly 1

Is it just, fair, patriotic? Let the answer come from
the ballot-bo-x.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES. --

From every quarter of this vast tepublic, the De-
mocracy, the true, the united, the ed De-
mocracy are sending up their glad and hearty shouts
for PIERCE and KING. The camp-fire- s are al-

ready lighted from the forests of Maine to the Rocky
Mountains; the spirit of 1844 is thoroughly re-

awakened ; and the universal response is PIERCE,
KING, AND VICTORY! Never was there less
division in the ranks never more hearty enthusiasm
or more brilliant and auspicious assurances of a tri-

umphant canvass. No less cheering are the indica-
tions around us ia this State nor do We entertain a
doubt, whosoever may be the Whig candidates, that
the time has arrived, when North Carolina will go
up with her sister Southern States of the Union, to
the great altar of Democracy, and lay her offering
of ten Electoral votes there, for PIERCE and KING.

Ratification Meeting in Wilmington. We
learn from the last Wilmington Journal, that the
Democracy of New Hanover, on the 15th instant,
had a strong and enthusiastic rally in their Ratifica-
tion Meeting. Stirring Speeches were delivered by
Messrs. S. J. Person, M. B. Smith, and David Reid,
Mr. N. N. Nixon presided, and S. R. Bunting and
A.J. Grady aoted as Secretaries.

Candidates in New Hanoveb. W learn that
the Democrats of New Hanover County, have nomi-
nated, J. A. . Saunders, Esq.,. for . lbs Senate, and
John A. Corbitt and1 Robert Strange, Jr., for the
Commons.

GEN. PIERr!K ah
The Exeter ( N. H J V. "uaiE- -

ted nd Influential neutl '? aby coloc.
reswenc. of Geo. Pierce, thus Tnee; of fte late Demccratic NiUoJJcor.

"The Presidency these Uniud & .tween two men only, and oneTot "
Franklin Piere f v... n 0,.V,esfs men is

r,1"1.
Giof aoce.. """'"P"". Hi. .1

be eauallv 7 ;,k .1 V "V cant"d oW
po. in nomination by the " JI he nomination of PipJL y
the citizens of N- - Hm.!? "aturally
will not enroll themselves under hUh'en Znomocracy of the State, he ha ner- - Of.

.nnv-- r. 4.- -: . , Dpen a ra.- - "'t
! j j naming iienrainonrr thpm wf"e fn,

lower than that of dictator- - alt'h.V i ? Place ;i
acknowledged in this connection !hl. ! .sll0ld

i
i ; L" yJlj inleri-st- s, .

of .,ne gfat ai.

national chief, having refused for 7 becie
! ed honors both from the State anj'n6 d'8,'noiiitke
I ment. General Gn!l!

The nomination was a stroke ofthe Convention, wh'mh :'..the government into the' hanTiTHis views will undoubtedly be found L
to the South, that he willSecpi.u80 cJj

. . . inn l .ivupFo o. ine party in that section, whii '"WllUi.
neus wiin- - wnicit the Convom;' '""Hi! ffreedj.
Compromise measures, will u . 3'o
mocrats no choice between isupportinoi,; "n tie--
and direct opposition to the party. " m Piously

It may be snoken in R r:.". '
has not sought the elevated position '4t
now nominated, nor indeed any DoT hlcl he i,
ment or honor, his only ambition f

f emoli-b- e

read by human eye, bavin been ,! 88 11 eoU
ty , and through that, his coumry ill his Pa'"

At Gen. Pierce's: nomination. th.r 1
sands in the Northern States who win" ,ho'1-gre-

joy; not because they hL0"8 hb
hundreds or Southern men, bntbeeaaSi lhan

Heved that the stiff prejudices cfcerSi had be"

the country, had shut out the extreme, nf",? Uons 01

from a hope to fill, even by their mos, dl ' nalio11

Sffir?" --
P0Sm0n .f Chhf

Whether or not, we have in this
that the oonntry an

South, no name aside from that of the CW fl '
we leave others to decide; but at any
acknowledged, that while the South 2 S'be

indifference to its Al"rights, and no lack offonding ihem, it has not shown ?,; e'

confidence in the North, nor a,tiJ.
Gen. Franklin Pierce is th . 3 Ls.enero.sl,J- -

Benjamin Pierce, or Hillsborough, a sold ier of the
. wine, who serveo in the bailie of Bunt, u

and throughout, the Revolution, and
'

April. 1639. Gen. F. Pierce was bornm ?M
consequent, is now in the 48th year of hi..if elected, will reach h presidency at a
than any of hispredecessjrs.

As a companion and friend Gen. Pierce possessa warm, generous, constant heart, which has no hi,die course in its attachments. He is endowed w hal. those socal qualities which win ll.eanVciionsand
admiration of those within the sphere of his acq iw,,.tance, having in his manner and composition, notparticle of haughtiness, affectation or aristocracy but
living in all the spirit and simplicity of a free man
in- - a free Republic. "

GEN. PIERCE'S POSITION.
The Richmond Enquirer of the 19th inst., pu-

blishes the following letter or Gen. Pierce, and e
ask attention to its sentiments, as being of ihesaaie
truly national and patriotic spirit, which has charac-terize- d

his whole public life, and especially his pos-

ition in regard to the constitutional rights ofthe Sotth.
Modest, disinclined to political strifes, not havinifat
the time it was written, yielded his consent to bpcoma

a. Candidate, he also slates that he had not mingled

in.politics since his return from Mexico, " unksi when

the activity and recklessness of the dangcimu elemtnl if
abolitionism has demanded the best txerthms of all true

men." Let every Southern man read the letter and

ponder well its able and patriotic spirit. TlieKu-quire- r

says :

" In April last the editor of the Ralpigh (N. C.)
Standard, a leading Democratic paer, predicted thai

Gen. Pierce would be the railying-jioin- t of the D-
emocracy, at Baltimore and six months since, Col.

Claiborne, editor of the New Orleans Courier, the

most influential Democratic organ in Louisiana, stig- -

gested the name or Gen. Pierce, in connection with

the Presidency, as one which would he well rfceiv- -

ed by the Democracy of the nation, ln acknowled-
gment, he rece'ved from (Jen. Pierce the following

manly and excellent letter:
Concord, N.H., May 17, 1852.

My Dear Sir: 1 had seen the generous and co-
mplimentary remarks originally published in the New

Orleans Courier, and copieJ into several papers in

ibis State, as early, I think, as February, but it wan

no: until I received the Courier under the frank of

Senator McUae, about the 20th Match, that I had the

first intimation of the friend to whom 1 was indeb-

ted. I wrote Jo Col. McRae for your address, (not

knowing that you were residing in New Orleans,)

but he Tiaving left Washington, my letter follow-

ed him to Mississippi, and it was not until yesterday,

that I received an answer. The delicate and flaller- -

insr tribute from that influential paper, wa9 highly

gratifying, (notwithstanding my retusut 10 ue i
candidate. and doublv so when I ascertained u

source.
With the exception of the year I was in the army,

I have been wholly devoted to my profession, min-
gling but little in politics, unltss when the activity and

recklessness of the dangerous element if abotilwmtm

has demanded the best exertions if all true men.

It is truly gratifying "lo learn, as 1 do from Ooloner

McRae. that the democracy of Mississippi will b

thorouo-hl- united in our approaching national ca-

nvass, and from the Courier 1 perceive that the same

desirable harmony will prevail in i,ouisiani.
Do you know Major (formerly lieutenant) Beaure-.rar- d

of the Engineer Corps ? His father's residence

is near New Orleans, and he was there when 1

heard from him. If you do not, I. wish you to bum

his acquaintance.
He is a roan of rare attainments, and like many

Louisianians whom I have met in the army and els-

ewhere, he combines the best qualities of a gentleman

and a soldier. . j.nme
Piay write me all that concerns yourself,

in the summer and visit our mountains, farm-hous- e

and hmile-field- s. Very sincerely your friend.
' FRANK PIEKLA.

Col. J. F. H. Claiborne.
Si " '

The
Letter from the Hon. James Buchanan.

following letter from the Hon. James Buchanan, o

Pennsylvania, was written to a member of Congress-Wheatlan-

(near Lancaster,) June 8, 1852.

My Dear Sir, For tlie first time, I have had air
trial. My own delegation was able, faithful, acu

and energetic ; but they could not command sncce

This was not their fault. I am now perfectly jw
fled with the result, belonging, as I do, to the

of optimists. ,r
I shall give to the nominee a decided 6upPrI; a

intend to do so long as I shall live to the nomis

or the democratic party. The principles of our

party are those which alone can secure the pry j
itv and perpetuity or the Union. For Col. rv

entertain the warmest feelings of fr,endsr's
purer, a better, or a sounder-judgin- g m,ho0i
live. 1 know Gen. Pierce very well, .rooj"
his Congressional career he uniformly maisM'
.liaraf.f.r if a sound ana inuexioic uc- - - . ..
honest and honorable man. We roust do our

and leave the consequence to Providence.
From your friend, very r?spectfully.

tames BUCHANAN- -

South Carolina and Mb. Pierce. MH 18

of the remarkable signs or the times that the noo

tion or Mr. Pierce promises to be entirel y accep

to South Carolina," says the Washington Kept
1

and another remarkable sign, say we, ,,,,
of a

nominations are acceptable to the democrats

States.

We"gr learn that Mr. Clat is daily ink"

He has, it ia said, during the past week been

ened with an attack or the dysentery.


